SCIENCE'S COMPASS
flect vested interests and the bureaucratic dealings of Indians with the West, I should not conclude that Western society has a poor image of India. I respect and appreciate these sentiments and wish they were the reality.
Most of these individuals cannot reconcile themselves with the nuclear tests.
I believe that the purpose of the nuclear tests is to remind the world that India is not a pushover. At times, force is the only language that is taken note of. But most intellectuals in India would like to put the tests behind them, and the general feeling (to the extent I can gauge) is that India cannot afford an arms race or nuclear stockpiling and that it should get on with its other priorities. In reference to the suggestion that the villagers metabolize arsenic differently from others, our studies of urinary methylation patterns found minor differences, but suggested that, overall, arsenic metabolism is similar to that of other populations (2). We also found an increased frequency of micronuclei in exfoliated bladder cells, providing evidence of arsenic-induced genetic damage (3).
While it remains possible that these villagers are less susceptible to some arsenic effects, such as skin lesions, it should be assumed that they have the same cancer risks as other arsenic-exposed populations studied unless evidence to the contrary becomes available. High priority should be given to providing the village with low-arsenic water. The study Bosch describes (1) provides an excellent example of practices known to be widespread, which leads us to conclude that there has not been an adequate effort to educate the consumer about the use, value, and potential dangers of antbiotics. 
